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		Signal reliability is now of extreme importance in many modern systems, so some means of signal monitoring and testing should be used A test technician, who records the data in a site log, can do the testing and monitoring program manually The advantage of such a program is that if a problem is observed, it can be corrected at once However, this laborintensive method is the most expensive An automatic method involves the installation of programmed instruments to make periodic measurements in a predetermined sequence The results can be converted to digital data and recorded on a  oppy disc This system can also be interrupted manually at the control computer terminal for a visual test of the systems operating parameters If one or more headend sites are monitored in this fashion, a central of ce monitoring computer can be operated via a data-communication channel through the cable system Such an interconnected system is shown in Figure 3-17 Each site can in turn be interrogated for its measurement data by the control computer through the usual data-type modems Data found to be faulty by the monitoring computer will signal an alarm so technical personnel can respond and correct the problem Carefully selecting the alarm threshold can facilitate heading off problems before an actual signal outage occurs
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		Play plenty of games! You need to be able to relate directly to your audience  game players There is no better way to help assure that you know where to find your audience, and that you can think like your audience when considering a game title purchase Familiarize yourself with all aspects of the game playing community, including player preferences for genres, frequently visited sites, and all the relevant industry magazines Having some direct knowledge of game development is very useful Spend some time around a QA department, and around development teams Learn as much as you can about the challenges faced by developers in delivering game titles Get a degree in anything that you want Some public relations and marketing departments within game publishers have internships These are a great gateway into a company Find a publisher near you and inquire about internship positions
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		gathered together a few of the important concepts we ve discussed in a synopsis for this appendix Each of the following categories can be an important part of the designer s role on a team Designers must remain flexible and open to challenge The idea of deep, area-specific knowledge and role specialization stands in direct opposition to the  do more with less  situation that most developers operate under While it s entirely understandable that game studios seek to find developers with wide experience, this desire must be balanced with finding developers who have particular area-specific skills oriented in the right ways to be of benefit to any particular game project The design role continues to evolve as its boundaries come into clearer focus This material is offered in summary, and should be understood and used within the growing fabric of what defines a designer s contribution to game making
Proper grounding and bonding are important concerns for headend electronic equipment For most headend layouts, electronic devices such as signal processors, modulators, satellite receivers, ad-insertion equipment, and so on are mounted in metal racks In some instances, open standard, 19-inch telephone-type racks are used; for more upscale head-
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		It s always helpful to have abundant reference material! I can t emphasize this enough It s really an essential production requirement Don t be afraid to build a general library that you move with you from project to project, and definitely build a library for each of your specific projects The quick research phase in gathering adequate reference material to establish a visual style and for pure inspiration should not be overlooked Failing to do this at the beginning of a project can set the tone for success or failure for an entire team I m going to focus on interiors for the moment, since they are so readily used in games Figures D-1, D-2, and D-3 show Pieter Saenredam s treatment of St Bavokerk s Chapel Saenredam (1597-1665) spent most of his life drawing cathedral interiors and exteriors, and is known for his mastery of perspective Architectural drawings, paintings, and photographs are enormously useful as reference material It s always best to be on the lookout for any material that you can add to your game reference library One thing is certain: you re going to need plenty of interior and exterior reference material Some of my favorite drawings are by Giovanni Battista Piranesi, an archaeologist, architect, and engraver (1720 1778) I ve had the good fortune to see some of these drawings in person Piranesi has had a lasting influence on theatrical design and set design He can just as easily influence game visuals I want to share these drawings with you to underscore the importance of reference material to set visual style and to inspire
FIGURE D-1
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